President’s Message

Nora
Lopez
ntldulce@hotmail.
com

November is one of my favorite
months of the year. The weather in
South Texas is finally cool enough
to enjoy the morning and remains
beautiful throughout the day and
evening.
Thanksgiving is just around the
corner and we have much to be
grateful as Beta Pi members. We
have a wonderful, caring, dedicated
group of members that are
dedicated to Beta Pi and I am
grateful every day for the
opportunity to work with each of
you.
I invite you to become more
connected to our DKG
organization. Please make every
effort to attend our zoom meetings
and read the correspondences that
are sent your way.
Remember to keep submitting
names for membership to
Membership Chair, Nelda S. Perez.
We have a lot to offer educators –
friendship, educational and growth
experiences, support for entry-level
(Cont’d on page 6)

Mission
Mission Statement
Sta

September 2020

The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International
promotes professional and
personal growth of women
educators and excellence
in education.

Editor:
Veronica Nava
vero_lupenava48@yahoo.com
Date: November 14, 2020
Time: 10 AM
Beta Pi Chapter Zoom Meeting
President-Nora T. Lopez

Vision Statement
“Our Chapter will have active
and involved members who
continuously and
enthusiastically contribute
their time and talents to our
chapter projects and activities,
thus promoting excellence in
our profession and services to
others while affirming their
worth in our Society.”

1st Vice President-Kathy
Hinojosa
2nd Vice President-Rosie
Delgado
Treasure-Monica Saenz
Corresponding SecretaryMargaret Carbajal
Secretary-Sylvia Trejo
Parliamentarian-Adela Navarro

Key Dates

Announcements on dates:
November 1, 2020 – Deadline for Early Bird award for Chapter Yearbook.
November 15 – File 990 with IRS deadline.

Next Virtual meeting dates have been scheduled:
Saturday, November 14, 2020
Saturday, February 13, 2021
Saturday, April 10, 2021
Saturday, May 15, 2021
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The Beta Pi Chapter of the Delta Kappa Gamma International held its monthly meeting on October 10, 2020 via
Zoom. Members in attendance were Nora Lopez, President; Kathy Hinojosa, 1st Vice President; Rosie
Delgado, 2nd Vice-President; Monica Saenz, Treasurer; Margaret Carvajal, Correspondence Secretary; Adela
Navarro, Parliamentarian; Sylvia Trejo, Recording Secretary, Margie Longoria, Nelda Saenz, Veronica Nava,
Mary Lane, Tina Saenz, Rachel Pineda, Monica Perez, Katie Barrera, Monica Garcia, Elva Garcia and Mellie
Smithwick.
The President called the meeting to order at 9:55 a.m. and welcomed all members.
President Lopez called on Adela Navarro to do a special presentation recognizing Ms. Elva Garcia for being the
2020 Golden Rose Award Recipient. Ms. Elva thanked everyone for her award.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Rachel Pineda.
BUSINESS
A Roll Call of officers and members presented a quorum for business.
The minutes of February 8, 2020 meeting were read by members. It was noted that the Treasurer’s amounts
need to be added to the minutes. Tina Saenz moved the minutes be Approved as Corrected. Motion Adopted.
The Treasurer reported the ending checkbook balance is $23,296.06 on August 31, 2020, and the Money Market
ending balance is $12,595.77 for a total ending balance of $35,891.83. September 30, 2020, ending balance is
$24,996.06 and the Money Market ending balance is $12,595.77 for a total ending balance of $37,591.83.
There is a discrepancy in the ending and beginning balances for the two months. A Special Committee of two
members will review the Treasurer’s Report and report to the Chapter the corrections. The report will be filed
for audit.
No correspondence was read.
REPORTS
1. Executive Board-President Lopez gave a report on the Board’s work during the summer.
2. By-Laws and Chapter Rules: Adela Navarro -- Committee will meet and use the state model to align the ByLaws and Chapter Rules. This will be a work in progress.
3. Communications and Publicity/Newsletter: Veronica Nava – Beta Pi received the 5 Star Award for 20192020 for its newsletter, Tattler. May 1, 2021 is the deadline to submit for the 5 Star Award entry for 20202021. Veronica reported on why publish a newsletter.
4. New Member Recommendations: Nelda S. Perez – Meet and Greet event did not take place due to COVID19 pandemic. Event will take place in the Fall of 2020. Installation is scheduled for Spring 2021.
(Cont’d on page 3)
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(Cont’d from page 2

5. Membership: Nelda S. Perez -Several pins, service award pins and badges have been delivered.
6. Finance Review: Mary Lane – All records (checkbook, deposits and Money Markets) passed the review.
7. Scholarship: Tina Saenz-- A total of 12 high school seniors received scholarships. Four seniors have
submitted their college registration of class and received their scholarship money.
8. O’What A Show: Mellie Smithwick- The event had a Total Income of $23,563.50 with Total Expenses of
$11,509.96. A Total Anticipated Profit of $12,053.54 less ticket money owed of $1,200.00 for a Total Profit to
date of $10,853.54. Report submitted.
NEW BUSINESS
Members reviewed the proposed budget for 2020-2021. Mellie Smithwick moved to approve the budget
without Line Item #9 Other Income. Motion Approved.
PROGRAM
Kathy Hinojosa, Programs and Service Projects Chairman, reported the Chapter needs to explore ideas to help
support the Early Educators due to COVID-19 restrictions on school campuses. Mellie Smithwick moved to
table the selection process of one Early Educator per campus per district with an award of $100 at the end of the
school year for the November meeting. Motion Adopted.
MUSIC – Margie Longoria and Margaret Carvajal reported the plans for the year.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – October 15 - Leadership Seminar; October 31 – Website Compliance Renewal
deadline; November 1 – Deadline for Early Bird Award and Fall Mini-Grant application deadline; November 15
– File 990 with IRS deadline.
CLOSING – DKG Song
ADJOURNED – 12:25 p.m.
_________________________________
Nora T. Lopez, President

_________________________________
Sylvia Trejo, Recording Secretary

Minutes Adopted as Printed
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The 2020 School Year will be Different with COVId-19 Pandemic
By Veronica Nava (vero_lupenava48@yahoo.com
Many school districts have reopened schools and classes are again resuming. Here’s how COVID-19 is
changing classes this year in our schools in this area. I asked our Beta Pi members that are educators and
administrators to send me pictures on how they had to rearrange their school and classes to alter the social
distancing guidelines.
Principal, Nora T. Lopez from Agua Dulce
Elementary School in Agua Dulce, TX has set up
a room in the entrance of the school. Nora stated,
“When a student who arrives late or adults that
come in the school will have to sign in. They will
have to answer CDC/Covid-19 questions and
temperature must be taken. Before students are
dropped off every morning school officials use
temperature checkers to take their temperatures.”

Area to sign in before going into the office.

In the screen it reads:
Temperature Checkers

Welcome

Sanitizers

Students must
pick up
pamphlets
with
instructions.

Students cannot use
water fountains in
the schools.

1. Are you experiencing any of the following
symptoms at this time?
 Temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or
higher when taken by mouth;
 Sore throat;
 New uncontrolled cough that causes
difficulty breathing (or, for students with a
chronic allergic/asthmatic cough, a change in
their cough from baseline);
 Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain; or
 New onset of severe headache, especially
with a fever.
2. Have you had a lab-confirmed positive test
for COVID-19 in the past 14 days?
Please wear a mask and wash your hands often.
Your safety is our #1 concern!
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The 2020 School Year will be Different with COVId-19 Pandemic
By Veronica Nava (vero_lupenava48@yahoo.com
Principal, Monica Morales Garcia from Noonan Elementary in Alice, TX send me pictures from
her school. Many changes have happened for all students and staff to follow social distancing
guidelines to stay healthy.

Hallways have been altered to
follow social distance guidelines.
Below picture is a sample of a teacher’s
screen when sitting at her desk.

Monica stated, “This is a 3rd grade classroom showing the social
distance between desks, the carpet area is blocked off to avoid
students congregating.”

DO THE
FIVE

1. HANDS wash them
often.
2. ELBOW cough into it.

Signage
on the
hallway
walls.

3. FACE don’t touch it.
4. FEET stay more than
6ft apart.
5. FEEL sick-Stay Home
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(Cont’d from page 1)

educators, leaderships opportunities, grant money and much more! Reach out to your colleagues, former students
who are now teaching and those new to the area – there are a lot of teachers who really need our support right now
and I can’t think of a better support system than our DKG Beta Pi Chapter. I wish you a productive and inspiring
fall and hope that wherever you find yourself this Thanksgiving there will be joy, family, friends and good health!
Thank you members for a job
well done on our 2020-2021
Yearbook:

Yearbook Committee
Rosie Delgado –
Chairperson

Rachel Pineda
Lucy Munoz
Adela Navarro
November Birthdays

Nora T. Lopez – Ex Officio

Nov.5 Rosalinda
Delgado
Nov.6 Terry Garcia
Nov.10 Kathy
Hinojosa
Nov.24 Zelda Saenz
Nov.28 Lucy Munoz
Nov.30 Elva Garcia

Celebrating 84 years of
empowering key women
educators and promoting
excellence. On November 16,
2020 will be our 85th year.

Photos taken by Veronica Nava, Monica Morales Garcia, and Nora T. Lopez. Images for birthday wishes and
yearbook are free images from www.upsplash.com.

Beta Pi members view our updated Beta Pi Chapter Website!
Thank you, Mellie Smithwick for a job well done!
Instructions to view Beta Pi Chapter Website: http://www.dkgtexas.org – To access the navigation menu, click the
three horizontal lines in the upper left of the page. Then click – CHAPTER WEBSITES – scroll on the first column
and click on Beta Pi. Enjoy the dedication page, Purposes & Mission, About Us, Program & Projects, and
Newsletters Menus.
“YOU are the Key” November 14, 2020 Meeting.
Inspirational: Sylvia Trejo Pledge: Monica Morales Garcia
Nov. 1 – Early Bird Yearbook: State Achievement and Golden Rose February 2021. Award Nominations for
Necrology Report and President’s Report.
Ways and Means: Committee Discuss and Approval of Fund Raising Options and Chapter Goals – by Nora Lopez
Program: “Keys to Beta Pi’s Treasure Chest” by Elva Garcia Project: Gifts to Early Career Educators
Ceremony: Happy

Birthday, Beta Pi Chapter – 85 years.
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